MARINE

Safety Alert

Number: 24-08 Published: 27/09/2024
Subject: Burns from Pot Handling in Galley

What Happened / Narrative

A cook sustained burns when lifting a pot of boiling water with a tea cloth to strain pasta. The cloth got entangled with a
stove bar, causing the pot to tip and spill boiling water on the cook’s arm and hand. The cook treated the burns with cold
water and burn gel, but persistent pain led to a shore-side medical examination whilst the vessel was in port.

Why Did it Happen / Cause

The immediate cause of the incident was the cook using a dish cloth to protect his hand from the heat of the pot. The cloth
became entangled on the retaining bar around the stove, causing boiling water to spill onto his wrist.

Corrective Actions Taken / Recommendations

A safety alert was shared within the members fleet of vessels to raise awareness of the incident and to emphasise the
requirement to use appropriate PPE instead of a tea towel. The galley risk assessment was updated to include a new
requirement for handling mitts: "Any materials (e.g., pots, pans) containing hot liquid are not to be overfilled, and dedicated
handling mitts and correct utensils are to be used." It was ensured that all vessels without handling mitts ordered heat-
resistant, non-slip, waterproof mitts designed for handling pots. Additionally, the securing arrangement was modified to
eliminate the snagging risk hazard by using a solid stainless-steel bar, aligning the arrangement with that of the remaining
fleet's vessels.

Photographs / Supporting Information

The information contained within this Safety Alert and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does not
constitute and is not intended to constitute professional advice or any form of formal representation on behalf of any MSF member or officer. The text as
provided by submitting organisations may be amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain
as per the intent of the original submission. For the avoidance of doubt, no liability whatsoever shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation or
statement contained therein. Contents should be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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