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Information Note

Number: 25-02 Published: 25/09/25
Subject: The Dangers of Enclosed Spaces

It is estimated that around 350 seafarers and 3rd party workers have been killed due to asphyxiation in enclosed spaces on
ships since 1996. 43 accidents have occurred since 2022, accounting for 70 of these deaths.

An enclosed space is a space which is not designed for continuous worker occupancy and has either or both of the following
characteristics:

a) limited openings for entry and exit, and
b) inadequate ventilation.

Examples are, cargo spaces, double bottoms, fuel tanks, CO2 rooms, battery lockers, fish rooms, sewage tanks, refrigerated
sea water (RSW) tanks and vizier tanks.

A confined space is any place which, because of its enclosed nature, there is a reasonably foreseeable risk due to its restricted
access.

All too often, enclosed spaces are associated with multiple fatalities, often with rescuers becoming casualties. You need to:
e Avoid entry into confined spaces where this is reasonably practical
e Assess the risks where entry cannot be avoided - Confined Space Risk Assessment
e Train those involved in confined space entry
e Ensure that procedures are in place to manage and control confined space entry

e Havein place, suitable rescue procedures for those overcome within confined space that do not involve putting others
at risk

Please refer to MCA Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seafarers (COSWP) latest edition and Marine Guidance Note
MGN 539 (M) - Amendment 3.
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MARINE GUIDANCE NOTE

MGN 539 (M) Amendment 3

2025 Edition Carriage of the code of safe working
practices for merchant seafarers
(COSWP)

Notic to all shipowners, ship operators and managers, masters and seafarers

This notice should be read with the merchant shipping (code of safe working practices)
(amendments and revocation) regulations 2015

Summary

The merchant shipping (cods of safe working practioss) (amendments and fevocation)
regulations 2015 (‘the 2015 regulations”) introduce a duty on the shipowner o ensure that the.
code of safe working practices for merchant seafarers (‘the code”) is easily accessible and
readily availabie to all thoss working on board their ships.

The MCA considers that the code is necessary information for the health and safety of those
working on ships, as required by regulation 5(2)(d) of the merchant shipping and fishing
vessels (health and safety at work) regulations 1997. In addition, these regulations are
‘amended by the 2015 regulations io piace a duty on shipowners io ensure there are sufficient
copies of the code available on a ship 5o that is accessibie 1o all seafarers.

The current edition of the code at the date of publication of this notice is the code of safe
working practices for merchant seafarers, 2025 edifion.

Amendment 3 updates references only.

1. Introduction

1.1 The merchant shipping (code: of safes working practices) (amendments and revocation)
regulations 2015 introduce a duty on the shipowner to ensure that the code of safe working
practices for merchant seafarers ("the code”), published in 2015, is easily accessible and
readily available 1o all workers and seafarers Who are not workers on board their ships. The
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The information contained within this Information Note and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does
not constitute and is not intended to constitute professional advice or any form of formal representation on behalf of any MSF member or officer. The text
as provided by submitting organisations may be amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain
as per the intent of the original submission. For the avoidance of doubt, no liability whatsoever shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation or
statement contained therein. Contents should be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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The information contained within this Information Note and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does
not constitute and is not intended to constitute professional advice or any form of formal representation on behalf of any MSF member or officer. The text
as provided by submitting organisations may be amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain
as per the intent of the original submission. For the avoidance of doubt, no liability whatsoever shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation or
statement contained therein. Contents should be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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