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Container door opened during transit
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Whilst in transit, a truck driver noticed a container door swing open whilst
the truck was moving.

What happened?

A third-party workshop container containing equipment was offloaded from a vessel.
Whilst in transit back to the supplier the truck driver noticed the container door
swing open whilst the truck was moving. The truck driver was able to pull over
safely and proceeded to secure the container door with straps. As a result of the
door opening, a 36kg cable reel had fallen onto the back of the lorry. The general
public were exposed to a risk from our members’ operations.

What ought to have happened

e Equipment within the workshop container should have been secured for transit.

e The container door should have been properly locked or secured to prevent
opening while in motion.

e Athorough pre-mobilisation inspection to identify concerns with the condition of
the container.
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What was positive?

e The container was placed with the door facing the direction of travel - this may
have been why driver was able to spot that the door had opened and why the
loose item didn’t fall on to the road carriageway;

e The immediate response by driver prevented increased risk and potential for
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serious incident involving members of the public.

What are the lessons and actions?

e Ensure suppliers are properly informed as to company requirements
relating to the shipping, packaging, lifting, transport and inspection of
provided containers and equipment.

e Ensure appropriate levels of inspection are conducted at supplier pre-
mobilisation, with confirmation of visual inspection of supplier container
and secured contents, and container door closing/locking mechanisms,
to ensure safe transport and delivery of equipment and materials. This
could include checks of:

o Correct storage of equipment within the container;
o Operation of container doors, locks or alternative securing methods
to prevent accidental opening during onwards transit.

IMCA Safety Flashes summarise key safety matters and incidents, allowing lessons to be more easily learnt for the benefit of the entire offshore industry.

The effectiveness of the IMCA Safety Flash system depends on the industry sharing information and so avoiding repeat incidents. Incidents are classified
according to IOGP's Life Saving Rules.

All information is anonymised or sanitised, as appropriate, and warnings for graphic content included where possible.

IMCA makes every effort to ensure both the accuracy and reliability of the information shared, but is not be liable for any guidance and/or recommendation and/or
statement herein contained.

The information contained in this document does not fulfil or replace any individual's or Member's legal, requlatory or other duties or obligations in respect of their
operations. Individuals and Members remain solely responsible for the safe, lawful and proper conduct of their operations.

Share your safety incidents with IMCA online. Sign-up to receive Safety Flashes straight to your email.
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